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TAIWAN
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T

A BIT OF HISTORY

Information about Tainan's earliest abo.

riginal inhabitants ks vague. Tsou aborig

inal oral tradition clairms Tainan as their

ancestral land, but most scholars agree

on Sirayan sbariginals, with s minarliy
r

2-H -

4+
fillad in what was previously a caastal
bay—the reason Fort Zeelandra's

tradees arrived in 1624

The Dutch cl
Any ummeswu west of Tainan. At
2laige cand epi deti

eating a nanaral hartor
The lndelible influence of the Dutch on
Tainan belies thelr mere 38 years on the

leeing the

ely left the greatest

Pisterical mark on the lty. The artsts
brought

a passed

to Tainan's residents.

the local populace

of the burdensoms Dutch calonizers.
an f the

shart 21-year rule of the exiled Ming
Kingdom in Tainan, monuments and
I 0 him.

In 1683 Tainan was wrested from Koxin
‘ deviral S

T Sk s of o st kg
ghalds were ance engulfed
In water, Over centuries, sedimentation

Beginning the 212-year rule of the Qing.
who were interested in developing Ta
wan's economic potentlal

Copigtited Materict

kYR BLada B oo é_
_A#
"s’ﬁﬁr«é?

TR A%

PLANNING YOUR TRIP

Calendar of
Events

he following s a selection of Talwan's

Yanshul Fireworks Festival
This hugely attended event oceurs
twa weeks after Chinese New Year
(G 3ee p307),

most popular
are religious observances and several
are based on the lunar calen

vary; check In advance). Of pa
Interest are the variety of aboriginal
Festivals held each year

JANUARY-FEBRUARY
Foundation D:

Observed every January 1, this island-
wide holiday remembers the day
China became a republic. On January
1,1912, Dr. Sun Yat-sen became t

first president of the newly formed
republic. rlency of mewwks light up

Lantern Festival
The final day of the Lunar New Year
celobration marks the beginning af
the 7-day Lantern Festival. Elaborate
lantems, often modeled after

igures from Chinese astrology. are
it thraughout the island and sweet
dumplings called yuanxiao are
consume:

Sky Lantern Festival
This festival, held in the town of Pingx!
In Talpes County, (s part of the Lantern
Festival. Thousands of paper lanterns

the night skies
and speeches.

Lunar New Year/Chinese
New Year

Officially a twe-day holiday, this
celebration is the longest and most
significant of Chinese festivals, lasting
Up 10 15 days. Houses, deaned to
dispel bad luck. are festooned with
red surips of paper bearing blessings
fchunfian). Families convene to light
tarches and feast on rice cakes called
niangae. Mest businesses close.
Families exchange g

receive “lueky money"
packets (hong bacl

wiishes glow in the night sky. Several
chifferent carnivals are held throughout
the celebration,

Guanyin's Birth:

Island's Bucldhist temples, such as
Longshan Tempie in Taipel, to honot
the gaddess of mercy.

MARCH-APRIL
Dajia Mazu Pilgrimage

Thausands of pecple convene 1o view
the annual pilgrimage of Mazu, the
revared goddess of the Sea, as hes
statue Is carried on a 200km/184mI

[ —
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